Sample MA Comprehensive Field Examination Reading List

Animals & Environment
19th Century
1. Dary, The Buffalo Book (1974) 
2. Flores, Coyote America (2016)
3. Flores, American Serengeti (2016)
4. Isenberg, The Destruction of the Bison (2000) 
20th Century
5. Weisiger, Dreaming of Sheep in Navajo Country (2009) 
Environment & Economy
19th Century
6. Conn, The Lies of the Land (2023)
7. Cronon, Changes in the Land (1983) 
8. Cronon, Nature’s Metropolis (1991) 
9. Grandin, The End of Myth (2019)
10. Limerick, The Legacy of Conquest: The Unbroken Past of the American West (1987)
11. Pawley, The Nature of the Future (2020) 
12. Sellers, The Market Revolution (1994) 
13. White, Railroaded (2011) 
20th Century
14. The Foundations of Glen Canyon Dam (2005) 
15. García State of Disaster: The Failure of U.S. Migration Policy in an Age of Climate Change (2022) 
16. McNeill & Engelke, The Great Acceleration (2014)  
17. Stoll, Profit (2023) 
18. Demuth, Floating Coast (2019) 
19. McCammack, Landscapes of Hope (2017) 
Slavery
19th Century
20. Beckert and Rockman (Editors), Slavery's Capitalism: A New History of American Economic Development (2018)
21. Camp, Closer to Freedom: Enslaved Women and Everyday Resistance in the Plantation South (2004)
22. Genovese, Roll, Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made. New York: Vintage, (1972)
23. Johnson, Slavery’s Metropolis: Unfree Labor in New Orleans during the Age of Revolutions (2016)
24. Oakes, Freedom National: The Destruction of Slavery in the United States, 1861-1865 (2014)
Civil War 
19th Century
25. Blight, Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American Memory (2001)
26. Browning & Silver, An Environmental History of the Civil War (2020) 
27. Egnal, Clash of Extremes: The Economic Origins of the Civil War (2010)
28. Faust, This Republic of Suffering: Death and the American Civil War (2009)
29. Gallagher, The Union War (2012)
30. Holt, The Fate of Their Country: Politicians, Slavery Extension, and the Coming of the Civil War (2005).  
31. Kelman, A Misplaced Massacre, (2013)
Indigenous
19th Century
32. Bowes, Land Too Good for Indians: Northern Indian Removal (2017).
33. Hämäläinen, The Comanche Empire (2008)
34. Keating, Rising Up from Indian Country: The Battle of Fort Dearborn and the Birth
35. of Chicago (2012)
36. Madley, An American Genocide: The United States and the California Indian Catastrophe 1846-1873 (2016)
37. Morrissey, People of the Ecotone (2022) 
38. O’Brien, Firsting and Lasting: Writing Indians out of Existence in New England (2009). 
39. Pauketat, Cahokia: Ancient America's Great City on the Mississippi (2009)
40. Perdue and Green, The Cherokee Nation and the Trail of Tears (2008).
Urban
19th Century
41. Gilfoyle, A Pickpocket’s Tale: The Underworld of Nineteenth-Century New York (2006)
20th Century
42. Bruegmann, Sprawl: A Compact History (2005)
43. Hirsch, Making the Second Ghetto: Race and Housing in Chicago, 1940-1960 (1983)
44. Hunt, Blueprint for Disaster: The Unraveling of Chicago Public Housing (2009)
45. Jackson, Crabgrass Frontier: The Suburbanization of the United States (1985)
46. Jacobs, The Death and Life of Great American Cities, (1961)
47. Johnson, The Broken Heart of America: St. Louis and the Violent History of the United
States (2020)
48. Klemek, The Transatlantic Collapse of Urban Renewal: Postwar Urbanism from New York to Berlin (2011)
49. Sandoval-Strausz, Barrio America: How Latino Immigrants Saved the American City (2019)
Politics
20th Century
50. Rogers, Atlantic Crossings: Social Politics in a Progressive Age, (2000)
51. Rogers, The Age of Fracture, (2003)
Civil Rights/Great Migration
20th Century
52. Ralph, Northern Protest: Martin Luther King Jr., Chicago and the Civil Rights Movement (1993)
53. Grossman, Land of Hope: Chicago, Black Southerners, and the Great Migration (1991)
54. Lemann, The Promised Land: The Great Black Migration and How It Changed America (1991)
Borders/Immigration
19th Century
55. Cadava, Standing on Common Ground: The Making of a Sunbelt Borderland (2013) 
56. Isenberg, The Age of the Borderlands: Indians, Slaves, and the Limits of Manifest Destiny, 1790–1850.
57. Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism (1983)
58. Seeley, Race, Removal, and the Right to Remain: Migration and the Making of the United States (2021)
59. Kenny, The Problem of Immigration in a Slaveholding Republic: Policing Mobility in the Nineteenth-Century United States (2023)
20th Century
60. Broughton, Boom, Bust, Exodus: The Rust Belt, the Maquilas, and a Tale of Two Cities (2015) 
61. Cohen, Making a New Deal: Industrial Workers in Chicago, 1919-1939 (1990)
62. Murillo, Fighting for Control: Power, Reproductive Care, and Race in the US-Mexico Borderlands (2023)
63. Ngai, Impossible Subjects (2004)
64. Goodman, The Deportation Machine: Americas Long History of Expelling Immigrants (2020)
65. Schlereth, Quitting the Nation (2024)
66. Ward, Border Oasis: Water and the Political Ecology of the Colorado River Delta, 1940–1975 (2003)
Health, Disease, & Epidemics
20th Century
67. Carr, The Topography of Wellness (2021) 
68. Honigsbaum, The Pandemic Century (2019) 
69. McNeill, Plagues and Peoples (1976) 
70. Rosenberg, The Cholera Years (1962) 
Imperialism
19th Century
71. Immerwahr, How to Hide an Empire: A Short History of the Greater United States (2019) 
72. Kim, Imperial Metropolis: Los Angeles, Mexico, and the Borderlands of American Empire, 1865–1941, (2019)
73. LaFeber, The New Empire: An Interpretation of American Expansion, 1860-1898 (1967)
74. Williams, The Tragedy of American Diplomacy (1962)
20th Century
75. Blum, Killing Hope: US Military and CIA Interventions Since World War II (2003)
Music
20th Century
76. Charters, Trumpet Around the Corner: The Story of New Orleans Jazz (2008)
77. Gioia, The History of Jazz (2011)
78. Hersch, Subversive Sounds: Race and the Birth of Jazz in New Orleans (2009)
79. Miller, Segregating Sound: Inventing Folk and Pop Music in the Age of Jim Crow (2010)
Religion
19th century
80. Roberts, Evangelical Gotham: Religion and the Making of New York City, 1783–1860 (2016)
20th century
81. Butler, God in Gotham: The Miracle of Religion in Modern Manhattan (2020)
82. Orsi, Thank You, Saint Jude: Women’s Devotion to the Patron Saint of Hopeless Causes (1996)
83. Du Mez, Jesus and John Wayne: How White Evangelicals Corrupted a Faith and Fractured a Nation (2020)
Gender, Sexuality, & Family
19th Century
84. Bederman, Manliness and Civilization: A Cultural History of Gender and Race in the United States, 1880-1917 (1996)
85. Gilfoyle, City of Eros: New York City, Prostitution, and the Commercialization of Sex, 1790-1920 (1992)
20th Century
86. Canaday, The Straight State: Sexuality and Citizenship in Twentieth-Century America (2009)
87. Hoganson, Fighting for American Manhood: How Gender Politics Provoked the Spanish American and Philippine-American Wars (2000) 
88. McGuire, At the Dark End of the Street: Black Women, Rape and Resistance (2010)
89. Self, All in the Family: The Realignment of American Democracy Since the 1960s (2012)



